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devices, and, it must be admitted, did wonderfully well consider-
ing the resources at its disposal and its natural tendency to aim
at increase rather of trade than of territory.
An Indian Rajah, who had had personal, if painful, oppor-
tunities of witnessing the prowess of British soldiers in battle,
is reported to have said that if they had been in his service he
would have taken such care of them, and so indulged them, on
the line of march and in quarters, with every luxury and material
benefit (even to having them carried on palanquins into battle),
that witn them he would conquer the world. But, as a matter
of fact, these early Indian campaigns left little to be desired in
the way of luxurious soldiering. Traders, merchants, sutlers
and cainp followers of every kind—even to bevies of dancing
girls—accompanied and ministered (no doubt at a price) to
all the army's needs ; baggage of all kinds was carried either by
boat or by wagon, and so far at any rate as Europeans were
concerned there was little or no limit to the quantity allowed
each individual. Officers were carried in litters by their bearers,
and a host of personal servants, a mass of personal belongings,
followed behind them. Comfortable quarters for the night
were always to be had ; and most of the arduous work of the
army, off the battle-field, was done by the native soldiery. In
very truth these were gentlemanly wars enough, and in that
respect may well challenge comparison with the French
campaigns which the Roi Soteil deigned to favour with his
personal attendance, and that of the greater part of the Court of
Versailles, in the days before Marlborough brought war back
to its stark reality.
Yet these early wars of John Company gave to British
military history a galaxy of brilliant names who deserve a better
fate than to be forgotten by posterity. Of them all only one,
Clive, has lived in general remembrance ; and one cannot
resist the thought that he was lucky in thus being singled out
for pre-eminence, Part of his fame, no doubt, is due to the
fact that he was something more than a soldier; that in him
were combined both great military virtues and high qualities of
statesmanship in a degree * hitherto unequalled ; and that he
found in India opportunities of exercising them such as arise
only once or twice in a century. He was also fortunate in being
the first commander to assert the pre-eminence of British arms
against Asiatic hosts, however superior in numbers and arma-
ment ; and Plassey is a household word because it is not the
most astonishing but the earliest of our great Indian victories.
Yet more than once in his career Clive had to extricate himself
from a situation which only his own carelessness or want of
vigilance had rendered perilous; and though his

